FRANKENSTEIN

DIRECTOR’S NOTE

SHELLEY WROTE THE ORIGINAL NOVEL FRANKENSTEIN AT THE AGE OF 18 WHEN SHE TRAVELED IN THE REGION OF GENEVA (SWITZERLAND)-WHERE MUCH OF THE STORY TAKES PLACE. THE
SANDFORD ADAPTATION FRANKENSTEIN PULLS ALMOST EVERY BIT OF ITS TEXT DIRECTLY FROM THE NOVEL AND EXPLICITLY AIMS TO PLACE SHELLEY BACK AT THE FOREFRONT OF THE STORY.
THE HEIGHTENED SPEECH LEADS TO A HEIGHTENED ATMOSPHERE WITH HIGH STAKES ...THE PLAY DEALS WITH VERY ESSENCE OF HUMAN EXISTENCE -WHAT MAKES US HUMAN -WHAT ARE THE
LIMITS OF SCIENCE -HOW ARE ETHICS AND MORALS INTERTWINED -WHAT ARE THE LIMITS OF HUMAN INNOVATION.

RESEARCH

THE SUMMER OF 1816 WAS ALSO KNOWN AS THE YEAR WITHOUT A SUMMER - SO CALLED BECAUSE THE ERUPTION OF MOUNT TAMBORA IN INDONESIA. THE BLAST WAS SO POWERFUL
THAT MILLIONS OF TONS OF DUST, ASH, AND SULFUR DIOXIDE SEEPED INTO THE ATMOSPHERE, TEMPORARILY CHANGING THE WORLD'S CLIMATE AND DROPPING GLOBAL TEMPERATURES BY
AS MUCH AS THREE DEGREES RESULTING IN FOOD SHORTAGES, SEVERE CLIMATE CHANGE, OUTBREAKS OF DISEASE, AND THE WIDESPREAD MIGRATION OF PEOPLES ACROSS THE GLOBE. IT
REMAINS BY FAR THE DEADLIEST VOLCANO IN HUMAN EXISTENCE WITH A TOTAL DEATH TOLL OF AT LEAST 71,000 PEOPLE. RELIGIOUS REVIVALS PEAKED AS PEOPLE TRIED TO MAKE SENSE
OF WHAT HAD HAPPENED. HEAVY SNOW FELL IN NEw ENGLAND ON JUNE 7-8, witH 18 T0 20 INCH DRIFTS. FROZEN BIRDS DROPPED OUT OF THE SKY IN IMIONTREAL, AND LAMBS DIED
OF EXPOSURE IN VERMONT. PEOPLE ATE RATS AND PIGEONS AS FOOD AS CROPS FAILED & LIVESTOCK DIED. ASH CLOUDS LED TO PERPETUALLY OVERCAST SKIES AND OTHERWORLDLY VISTAS.
SHELLEY'S FRANKENSTEIN RESPONDS TO THESE GLOBAL PHENOMENA.

GALVANISM, THE USE OF ELECTRICAL CURRENT TO "REANIMATE" THE DEAD.

DESIGN

INSPIRED BY THE REMAINING CONTOURS OF THE DEADLY ERUPTION OF MIOUNT TAMBORA, MY DESIGN INCLUDES A MASSIVE STRUCTURE THAT SLOPES FROM 10’70 O’ EXPANDS 36’ ACROSS
THE STAGE, AND REPRESENTS MANY LOCATIONS OF THE STORY. EACH LOCATION IMAGE IS PROJECTION MAPPED ON TO THE ELEVATION OF THIS STRUCTURE. THE VARYING HEIGHTS AND THE
CURVED SURFACE OF THIS STRUCTURE IS QUITE CHALLENGING FOR PROJECTION MAPPING, BUT PROVIDES A GREAT PANORAMIC VIEW FOR EACH SCENE, SPECIAL EFFECTS AND ANIMATIONS.
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