Auburn University Clinical Research Enhancement Award (CREA)

2023-2024
Information and Guidelines

Purpose, Scope, and Extent of Awards.  The intent of the CREA is to provide financial support for research activities to clinical psychology students at Auburn University.  The funding request may be related to the student’s thesis or dissertation, additional research projects, travel to present at a conference or travel to attend a training workshop that will facilitate the student’s research interests. Funds are intended to enhance awards available through the Graduate School or the Department of Psychology in the form of Travel Awards or Research Awards and external funding mechanisms (www.grad.auburn.edu/ps/aid.html). 
Specific Guidelines for Research or Travel Award: 

1) If funding requests are for activities supported by the Department of Psychology Graduate Student Research Committee, the student must submit an application to that Committee.
2) Similar to the department’s Graduate Student Research Committee, the student does not need to apply to the Graduate School for funding, but this is strongly encouraged. 

3) Reimbursement or purchase assistance must follow departmental guidelines regarding submission of receipts/documentation of expenditures. 

4) Students must be working physically on campus in order to be eligible to apply for this award.

5) Research conducted prior to a student’s start at Auburn will typically not be eligible. 

6)  The typical award will be between $300 and $500. 

7) For travel, applications must be received at least one week before departure on a trip. 

8) For travel to present at professional conferences -- first author only should apply; new or already completed conference submissions will be considered. 
a. If you are going to ABCT in November, you can apply for this award even though you submitted the conference abstract in the spring of 2022. So the person going to ABCT in November can apply in addition to someone who plans to submit an abstract this fall to another conference later this year.
9) For travel: If you are attending ONE conference as 1st author and travel to this conference requires airfare, you may apply for funding from the department ($500) and CREA (up to $500).  

For example: If you are attending ABCT (or another national conference), you may request $500 from the Department and up to $500 from CREA to cover the costs related to travel (hotel, airfare, registration, etc).
10) For travel: If (a) you are attending TWO conferences (or more), (b) are first author on each presentation, and (c) the presentations are for two different research projects, you may apply for additional CREA funding for the second conference. Additional CREA funding depends on the availability of funds; funds for a second trip within the same year are typically capped at $250 
For example: If you are attending ABCT and APA (the national one), are presenting two different research projects and are first author on both, you may request $500 from the Department and up to $750 from CREA ($500 for the first conference and $250 for the second) to cover the costs related to travel (hotel, airfare, registration, etc).
11)   If you are awarded funds in this category, you will be required to prepare an oral presentation   

  (i.e., not a poster) for a Clinical Lunch & Learn meeting and/or a Department event, based on your conference presentation/poster or the training workshop attended. 
Attempts will be made to distribute funds to as many students as possible. Funding is not guaranteed and is based on availability of funds.   
General Criteria for Evaluating Applications.

· Knowledge of Subject:  Evidence of a brief and pertinent literature review and an understanding of the area of research;

· Objectives of Project(s): Clear statement of the objectives associated with the project(s);

· Feasibility:  Clear and realistic statement of feasibility to complete the project(s) in the specified time frame.  
· Rationale for expenditure request: Reasonableness of budget and potential longevity of acquired equipment, if applicable.  

· Previous awards:  Applicants who have previously received awards will be eligible, but new applicants will be given priority.

Application Procedure. The application form accompanies this information page.  A complete application packet will include the following:

· Application form (see page 3), no more than three typed pages addressing all items. Application form should be single spaced, one inch margins on all sides, with type no smaller than 12 point font;
· The application form must be submitted electronically to the Director of Clinical Training.     

Applications that do not follow these instructions precisely will be not considered.  
Application

(3-page limit)
Name:  ________________________________________    E-mail:  _________________________________

Title of Project and/or Nature of Facilitation Activity: _____________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

I. Is this project related to a thesis or dissertation?  ____ Thesis  ____ Dissertation ____ Neither

II. If your project(s) will involve human subjects or potential biological hazard, please describe the point you are at in securing approval.
III. If your application involves request to travel, please describe the point you are at in conference submission and acceptance. Please attach documentation. If you are requesting travel to a research-related training workshop, please attach brochure, etc. 

IV. Briefly describe the pertinent literature associated with the project(s), including references.
V. Briefly state the objectives associated with the project(s).   

VI. Briefly describe the anticipated contributions or value of the project(s) (scientific, creative, scholarly, and/or practical significance)?  
VII. What is/are the intended professional product(s) stemming from the project(s)? 
VIII. Where will the project(s) be executed?  
IX. What is the anticipated time schedule to complete the work?  Provide a rationale for this timeframe specified above (other training activities, participant availability, personnel resources, etc).  

X. Total amount requested: _______________

XI. Provide a detailed description of how the monetary award will be used for the project (e.g., equipment, supplies, participant payment, etc.) or travel.

XII. Major Professor Endorsement (to be signed by faculty advisor):  “I approve of the above proposal and expenditures submitted by the above named student.”
Major Professor name:  _________________________________

Major Professor signature:  ______________________________

Student signature:  _____________________________________
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